What Exactly is an Annotation? 

Your Bibliography or Works Cited is a list of your citations, each of which is followed by a summary comment about the source, an Annotation.
Example Annotation 

This is a Citation for the HD topic – Can a compromise be found to end the conflict over repatriation of artworks to their countries of origin? 

Strickland, Carol and John Boswell. The Annotated Mona Lisa. Kansas City: Andrews and

 McMeel, 1992.  Print.

 This is an art history textbook written by Carol Strickland, a journalist who has

 a PHD in art history. It is a survey of western art from prehistoric through

 contemporary styles.  It 
did not provide a great deal of in depth information on

 my subject but it did help explain the importance of the Elgin Marbles and the 

 Bust of Queen Nefertiti, the two major works of art that figure prominently in the 

 repatriation conflict.

The purpose of an annotation is to explain what kind of source it is, why the author (organization, etc.) is creditable, and explain in what ways it provided information or contributed to your research.  


-It should also explain why the source is creditable, that is, the credentials of the author, 




Interviewee, etc. 

-The annotation is brief (usually about 75 words).  


-It should be written in complete sentences and in paragraph form. It summarizes the value 


of the source. 
A summary annotation follows the complete bibliographic citation for the source. It should include the following information:
· Type of source (book, interview, website, etc.)
· The main purpose of the work. 
· The authority and/or qualifications of the author.
· A summary comment that evaluates how it helped in researching the topic
· Any detectable bias or agenda (if applicable)

· Compare or contrast this work with another you have cited that is similar (if applicable)
An annotation should be between 75 to 100 words, ideally.”  (Taken from 
      www.wikipedia.org)
